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To His Excellency, BENJ..F. Ports, Governor of Montana : 


Though no ) change was made in the requirements of the 
school law to conform to the change made in the years in 
which the Legislature is to meet, it seems most in accord- 
ance with the spirit and purpose of our law to present 
another report of the schools the present year, although 
one was rendered a year ago. As:the County Superintend- 
entsreport annually, this can be done with noinconyenience, 
and with as much accuracy and. profit at this time as one 
year hence. 

Of the report last year, there was an insufficient num- 
ber published to enable me to comply with the requirements 
of law and furnish a copy to each of the local school officers 
in the Territory. There were at the date of the last report 
nearly one hundred school districts in the Territory, and as 
there are four local officers—three trustees and a clerk—to 
' each district, it would require an edition of at least four 


hundred to supply this single demand. But to supply, in * 


addition, copies to the members of the Legislature, and for 
exchange with other States and Territories, which very gen- 
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erally supply us with copies of their school reports, it would 
seem that two hundred additional copies, or six hundred in 
all, would be none too many to meet the legal and proper 
demands of the case. Had it been known last year when 
the report was to have been printed, I should have exerted 
myself to have the school law in full printed with it, for 
distribution. Former editions, in every form, have become 
exhausted, and to the constantly recurring request to fur- 
nish such copies from every portion of the Territory I have 
been compelled to plead utter inability. Besides those 
special editions published, I have been liberally supplied 
by the Secretary with copies of the Codified Statutes con- 
taining the school law, sufficient to furnish one to each dis- 
trict, and in addition many copies of the Eighth Session laws, 
which also contained the school law annexed, but all of 
these supplies have been inadequate to the demand. The 
law requires that such copies furnished to school officers 
shall be transmitted to their successors in office, but either 
from general ignorance of this requirement, or from general 
inattention or disregard thereof, it is very apparent that this 
is seldom done. Pamphlet editions are easily and speedily 
soiled, destroyed, lost or worn out. It woujd undoubtedly 
be economy in the end, if no changes in the law are contem- 
plated or probable for some time to come, to publish the law 
in a more permanent and durable form with board or mus- 
lin covers, capable of sustaining more hard usage and pro- 
tecting the contents from wear and spoliation. 

It is a fiction of the ‘law that all persons held to obedi- 
ence are familiar with laws that they are expected to obey. 
This is pure fiction in most cases, and even in regard to the 
school law, which is better and more, generally understood 
than most others, there is still a great deal of ignorance 
about many of its provisions among those who have had 
most experience and the best opportunities to become famil- 
jar therewith, while the frequent change of officers is all the 
time bringing in new men without the experience and infor- 
mation of their predecessors. The school law, unlike most 
of our statutes, depends upon the co-operation of the great 
body politic for its successful execution and its most bene- 
ficial results. Hence the greater necessity that every head 
of family and voter should be familiar with its various pro 
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visions, so that the best results may be reached with the 
least expenditure of money, and the burdens may be most 
equitably distributed and borne. It would be;natural and 
just to believe, besides, that such a general acquaintance 
with the law would prevent many of the quarrels that di- 
vide and distract some of our districts, and which generally 
spring from an imperféct knowledge of thelaw and of their 
own interests, which leads men for a time to think they can 
secure their own selfish interests in some easier and cheaper 
way than through the general welfare. A broader and 
truer view of the field would soon convince every man that 
his own interests were bound up with those of others—that 
they must rise or fall together. 

We hope these and other reasons that will readily sug- 
gest themselves, will be allowed sufficient weight to author- 
ize the printing and general distribution of the school law. 

' The reports of the County Superintendents, which are 
required to be rendered in October, were most of them de- 
layed till December, and in one instance—Choteau County 
—has not been rendered at all. But the fault in almost 
every case rests with the district officers, who failto furnish 
the County Superintendents with district reports, from 
which those of the County Superintendents are made. So! 
universalis the complaint that it suggests the necessity of 
some additional sanction to enforce the discharge of this 
important duty. District officers are very prompt and 
thorough in taking the census and making return, because 
they know that the money coming to their district will only 
be apportioned according to the showing thus made. We 
feel confident that if the penalty were added, that, unless 
returns were made within thirty days after the time limited 
by law, the district, whose officers were in default, should 
be deprived of all right to share in the apportionment next 
ensuing, it would ensure a promptness such as could be ob- 
tained in no other way. 

I would renew with earnestness my former recom- 
mendations to the several District Clerks to keep a record 
book, in which minutes shall be kept of all official acts of 
the Board of Trustees, as well as of all apportionments, and 
every order drawn against the same. With such a record 
properly kept, all the material needed for any report is 
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ready for immediate use. Such records thoroughly kept 
and carefully preserved will constitute a valuable history 
of such district, becoming more valuable each year. Many 
district quarrels and some law suits might have been avoid- 
ed by the keeping of such a record, in our brief history. 

The method of keeping records in the memory is open 
to so many objections that there can hardly be serious need 
to enumerate them. Yet, still it is the prevailing method, 
and something more than a simple suggestion on the part 
of the Superintendent will be needed to effect its abandon- 
ment. 


GENERAL ABSTRACT OF SCHOOL RETURNS 


For the several Counties of Montana Territory, for the Year ending August 31, A. D. 1876. 
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FINANCIAL ABSTRACT OF SCHOOL RETURNS 
For the several Counties of Montana Territory, for the Year ending August 31, A. D. 1876. 
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In the single year intervening between the present re- 
port and the one last rendered, it cannot be expected. that 
the changes will be as great as in the usual interval of two 
years. Butit will be seen that, notwithstanding the great 
reduction of our voting population, those of school age are 
steadily and rapidly increasing. The gain of the year is 
484, some of which is due, perhaps, to the zeal of District 
Clerks in order to increase their district apportionment of 
school money, but after making all discounts and allow- 
ances, the fact remains that though our voting population 
has for several years been diminishing, the children have 
been and still are steadily increasing in numbers. 

The number of school houses is increasing, and the 
character and condition of those in use has very greatly im- 
proved. The per-centage of attendance is also improving, 
and although the number returned as not attending any 
school seems increasing also, itis very largely made up of; 
those who have not reached, or have already passed, the- 
usual age of attending school. This will continue to be the - 
case as loñg as school age covers so wide a range as from 
four to twenty-one. 

The large reduction in the number attending private 
schools occurred mostly in Lewis and Clarke county, where 
the ‘facilities and inducements for attending the public 
schools have been greatly increased during the last year. 

Turning to the financial abstract, still more encouraging 
indications are discoverable. Two counties have increased 
their rate of school tax, and the total amount raised and 
apportioned has increased upwards of $4,000. 

Although a smaller amount of special taxes for school 
houses has been raised during the past year, the total valua- 
tion of school houses has been handsomely increased. 

Until increased attractions for immigration and greater 
facilities of travel, and a revival of our industrial and pro- 
ductive interests, we cannot reasonably hope for great and 
rapid improvement of our schools. That we have made 
any improvement is a cause of sincere congratulation, and 
speaks greatly in praise of our school law and the spirit of 
our people. 

PROPOSED CILANGES IN THE SCHOOL LAW. 
Our school law is a good one in the main, and as our 


Er 
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people become more familiar with it, will be better liked, 
and will be found capable, by intelligent administration, of 
yielding still more beneficial results. There are, however, 
some defects that might easily be remedied. Some of these 
were pointed out in my last report. It will be sufficient to 
refer to that report as to the matters of teachers’ certificates 
and Teachers' institutes. ] 

In the matter of extending the school term required of 
every organized district, though briefly noticed. in my last 
report, itis deserving of more consideration. When thor- 
oughly investigated we feel sure that every one will reach 
the conclusion that siz months should be the mini- 
mum allowed to any school, that aspires to the name and 
proposes to discharge the dutiesof a publie school. Itis as 
important as to have any publie school, that there should 
be enough of if to do some decided good. If the school 
term were doubled, the expense would not be increased one- 
third, while the advantage would be quadrupled. 

One of the principal reasons why teachers’ wages rule 
so high is because their employment is so brief and uncer- 
tain. It is necessary to charge enough for the time employ- * 
ed to support them during the year. But when anything 
like steady emplopment can be offered, the immediate effect 
will be to reduce the monthly rate of wages. If, to the 
amount thus saved, be added the amounts now expended in 
sustaining private schools, or extending terms of public 
school by private subscription, it will be found in nearly 
every case to equal what wouldbe needed to make up the 
six months’ term in every district, while the advantage of 
having all this money expended in the regular channel of 
the public schools would reach a greater number and be of 
a higher character. 

If there was surety of steady employment, it would be 
reasonable to expect that there would be a better supply of 
teachers than at present, and of better quality. So long as 
the present condition of things continues, teaching will 
never become a profession, but a temporary resort, to be 
abandoned on the instant that something more stable, even 
though less remunerative, offers itself. 

It might be possible for persons of mature years to 
realize the necessity of improving limited opportunities by 
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increased diligence and exertion, but such motives have 
much less effect upon children. Habits and tastes are more 
readily formed in young than in older persons, but time as 
well as good teaching is necessary to form habits of study 
and attention, and tastes for intellectual effort and enter- 
tainment. Three months partially devoted to study, cannot 
be reasonably expected to compete with nine months wholly 
devoted to other pursuits in forming and shaping the char- 
acter and ambition of life. If the foundations are narrow 
and imperfect, no amount of labor and expense upon the 
superstructure in afrer years can remedy the defect. 

Indirectly, too, such a provision of*law would exert a 
healthy iufluence in preventing the tendency to subdivision 
of districts, now so strong, on considerations of convenience, 
and in promoting eonsolidation of weak districts, so sadly 
needed in many existing cases. A competent teacher can 
as readily take charge of and do justice to thirty scholars 
asa dozen. As a general rule work is better done where 
there is some pressure upon the teacher. Equally true is it 
that scholars do better where there is more competition and 
emulation—where there is a chance for criticism and obser- 
yation of others, mingled with practice. Many poor schools 
‘cannot equal in value a single good one. The aim of the 
law, therefore, should be, as we conceive, ‘to encourage the 
formation of the latter and discourage the former. To re- 
quire six months school in every district, we believe. would 
have the effect, and on trial receive the verdict of general 
approbation. 


PROVISION FOR TEACHERS. 

Any system of public schools is incomplete until it pro- 
vides for a sure and adequate supply of competent teachers. 
We are dependent upon the productions of other States en- 
tirely for our present supply. The payment of sufficient 
wages to allure them to our fields of labor may partially 
suffice for a time, and perhaps just now is a matter of ne- 
cessity. They come to us With diverse training, from com- 
munities where different systems and standards of excel- 
. lence exist, and introduce into our schools theísame diversi- 
ties of discipline and instruction. A uniformity of excel- 
lence is desirable, certainly, but scarcely attainable until we 
- undertake to train our.own -sons and daughters in schools 
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and methods of our own. If itis too soon to speak of es- 
tablishing normal schools, is it not worthy of inquiry, if it 
be not possible, by some partial aid, to our principal high 
schools to begin by forming 2 normal class, which shall re- 
ceive some special attention and training for the business of 
teaching? In Helena, Deer Lodge and Virginia City such a 
beginning might be made with much promise of success. 

CARE OF SCHOOL LANDS. 

The Bannack Legislature (see. 11, chapter 2, of “An 
Act establishing a common school system."') made it the 
duty of County Superintendents to protect school lands 
from injury, and trespass, and made such injury or trespass 
an offense punishable by fine and imprisonment. In the 
new law there is no provision of the kind. Cases are fre- 
quently brought to my know]edge where great injury has 
been done to such lands by cutting of timber. In other 
cases applications have been made for the exclusive right to 
cut the grass on such lands, for a consideration to be paid 
into the school fund. It seems as if the subject were one 
worthy of some consideration, and, if in the scope of legis- 

lative powers, that some effective legislation should gtard 
the inheritance of our children from waste, and if any pres- 
ent revennes could be derived from the rent of such lands, 
to secure it for the benefit of the schools. 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 

Believing that it is the highest duty and interest of the 
State to foster and develop the mental wealth of its sub- 
jects, it has always seemed that only part of this great 
trust was administered in providing education for children. 
Iiis never too late to learn, Our public schools scarcely 
attempt to do more than teach the young how to learn, giv- 
ing a few elementary principles to serve as foundation or 
nuclei for future acquisitions. Many, from various causes, 
emerge from their years of minority and enter upon the 
responsible duties of life with little or no preparation there- 
for—before they. realize the importance of any education. 
Opportunities and encouragements, in our opinion, should 
be held out to such persons, at whatever period of life they 
may awake to this conviction, and to a desire to learn, so 
that such awakened desires may produce some practical re- 
sults. Would it not be wise to authorize each school dis- 
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trict to raise by special tax, or any other available means, 
a moderate sum for the creation and support of a library 
for the use of the adults of the district ? 

If the principle contained in this suggestion meets ap- 
proval, the details of a feasible plan to carry it into effect 
would not be difficult. 

CONCLUSION. 

Suns iut discouraged at the result which attended my 
attempt at remodeling the entire law, which was made a 
year ago, I would suggest that a special act embodying 
these proposed amendments, especially providing for an in- : 
crease of the school term, care of the schoollands, the ex- 
amination of teachers and issuing certificates, the holding 
of Teachers' Institutes, as of the utmost importance, might 
meet with better consideration and excite less opposition. 
Other matters worthy of presentation I omit as perhaps of 
secondary importance, and better able to await a future 
hearing. 

Again thanking you for your ever ready co-operation 
in every matter pertaining to the interests of the public 
schools and popular instr uction, accept assurances of my 
appreciation and esteem. 

Respectfully, 
CORNELIUS HEDGES, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
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APPENDIX. 


AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR A SYSTEM OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 


Be it enacted by the Legislative assembly of the Territory 
of Montana: 


SECTION 1. A Superintendent of Public Instruction 
shall be appointed by the Governor, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Legislative Council, and shall enter upon 
the duties of his office on or before the twentieth day after 
his appointment, and shall hold (his) office for the term of 
two years, or until his successor is appointed and qualified; 
and shall execute a bond, in the penal sum of two thousand 
dollars, with two good and sufficient sureties, to be approv- 
ed by the Secretary of the Territory, conditioned upon the 
faithful discharge of his official duties. The Superintend- 
ent of Public Instruction shall have power to adopt a course 
of studies, and rules and regulations for all publie schools 
in the Territory; and shall have and use a seal, and author- 
ize the printing of all regulations and circulars necessary to 
carry their provisions into effect, and shall report to the 
Governor biennially, on or before the first day of December 
of the years in which the regular sessions of the Legislature 
are held. The Governor shall transmit said report to the 
Legislature, and whenever it is ordered printed, a sufficient 
number of copies shall be delivered to the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction to furnish two copies to be deposited 
in the Territorial Library, and one copy to each Superin- 
tendent (county) of Common Schools, to be held by him as 
publie property, and delivered to his successor in office, and 
one copy to each local school officer within the Territory. 
Said report shall contain a statement of the condition of 
the publie schools in the Territory ; full statistical tables, 
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by counties, showing, among other statistics, the number 
of school children in the Territory, the number attending 
public schools, and the average attendance ; the number at- 
tending private schools; the amount raised by county and 
district taxes, or from other sources of revenue, for school 
purposes ; the amount expended for salaries of teachers and 
for building and furnishing school houses, and the state- 
ment of the plans for the management and improvement of 
schools. 

SEC. 2. The Superintendent of Public Instruction shal] 
prepare and cause to be printed suitable forms for making 
all reports and conducting all necessary proceedings under 
this act, and shall transmit theni to the local school officers 
and teachers, who shall be governed in accordance there- ' 
with. He shall furnish each Superintendent of Common 
Schools with suitable diplomas and certifieates, and shall 
prepare a school register, which shall be furnished to each 
school and school district i in the Territory. 

SEC. 3. It shall be the duty of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction to travel in the different counties of the 
Territory-where common schools are taught, so far as possi- 
ble without neglecting his other official duties, during at 
least three months in each year, for the purpose of visiting 
schools, of consulting with County Superintendents, and of 
addressing public assemblies on subjects pertaining to pub- 
lic sehools; and his necessary traveling expenses, not ex- 
ceeding three hundred dollars in any one year, shall be paid 
out of any funds in the treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated. 

Src. 4 The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall 
keep his office at some place where thereis a post office, and 
he shall receive a salary of twelve hundred dollars per an- 
num, which shall be paid quarterly out of the Territorial 
treasury. 

Sec. 5. All necessary expenditures of money incurred 
by the Superintendent of Public Instruction, for rent, fuel, 
postage, printing (and) expressage, not exceeding two -hun- 
dred dollars.in any one year, shall be paid out of any fund 
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, and the Terri- 
torial Auditor is hereby authorized to issue hia warrant on 


. the Treasurer for the same. 
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SEC. 6. The Superintendent shall, at the expiration of 
his term of office, deliver over on demand to his successor 
all property, books, documents, maps, records, reports, and 
other papers belonging to his office, or which may have been 
received by him for the use of his office. 

SEC. 7. It shall be the duty of the County Treasurer 
of each county: First. To receive and hold all school 
moneys as a special deposit, and to keep a separate account 
of their disbursement to the several school districts which 
shall be entitled to receive them according to the apportion- 
ment of the County Superintendent of Common Schools. 
Second. To notify the County Superintendent of Common 
Schools of the amount of county school fund in the county 
treasury subject to apportionment whenever required, and 
to inform said Superintendent of the amount of schod] 
moneys belonging to any other fund subject to apportion- 
ment. Third. To pay all warrants drawn on county or 
district school moneys in accordance with the provisions of 
this act, whenever such warrants are countersigned by the 
District Clerk and properly indorsed by the holders. 
Fourth. To make annually, during the month of Septem- 
ber of each year, a financial report for the last preceding 
school and fiscal year, ending with August 31st, to the 
County Superintendent of Common Schools, in such form 
as may be required by him. 

SEC. 8. A County Superintendent of Common Schools 
Shall be elected in each organized county in this Territory 
at the general election preceding the expiration of the term 
of office of the present incumbent, and every two years 
thereafter, who shall take (the) office on the first Monday in 
December next succeeding his election, and hold for two 
years, or until his successor is elected. and qualified. He 
shall take the oath or affirmation of office, and shall give an 
official bond to the county, in a sum to be fixed by the 
Board of County Commissioners of said county. The 
County Commissioners of any county shall by appoint- 
ment, fill any vacancy thatmay occurin the office of County 
Superintendent, until the next general election. 

SEC. 9. The County Superintendent shall apportion all 
school moneys to the school districts, in accordance with 
the provisions of this act, quarterly, and he may make 
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apportionments at such other times as may be required or 
deemed. necessary for the convenience of school officers. He. 
shall certify to the several District Clerks and County Treas- 
urer the amounts so apportioned to the several districts, and 
the Trustees shall draw their warrants on the County Treas- 
urer in favor of persons entitled to receive the same. Such 
warrants shall show for what purpose the money is required, 
and no such warrants shall be drawn unless there is money 
in the treasury to the credit of such district. 

Sec. 10. The County Superintendent shall have power, 
and it shall be his duty: 1. To visit each school in his 
county atleast once a year. 2. To distribute promptly all 
reports, laws, forms, circulars, and instructions which he 
may receive for the use of school officers and teachers from ` 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction. 3. To report to 
the Superintendent of Publie Instruction, annually, during 
the month of October, for the sehool year ending August 
Bist next preceding, such statistics as may be required of 
him. 4. To examine all persons who may wish to become 
teachers ih his county, and if they are competent, and of 

good moral character, he shall give such persons a certifi- 
cate, certifying the relative standing in each study required 
by law to be tanght in the public schools, and such other 
studies as may be authorized by the Trustees of the district 
in which the applicant proposes to teach, and that he or she 
is qualified to teach in said county. Such certificate shall 
hold good fof the term of two years but may be revoked 
sooner by the Superintendent, for good cause. The Super- 
intendent shall receive the sum of two dollars from all 
teachers examined by him. 5. To enforce the course of 
study adopted by the Territorial Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. 6. To enforce the rules and regulations re- 
- quired in the examination of teachers. 7. To Keep on file, 
and preserve in his office, the biennial report of the Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction. 8. To keep, in a good and 
well-bound book, to be furnished by the County Gommission- 
ers, a record of his official acts. 9. To carefully preserve all 
reports of school officers and teachers, and at the close of his 
term of office, deliver to his successor all records, books, doc- 
uments, and papers belonging to the office, taking areceipt for 
the same, which shall be filed in the office 0f the County Clerk. 


18 APPENDIX. 


Sec. 11. I£ the County Superintendent fails to make a 

full and correct report to the Superintendent of Public In- 
struction, of all statements required to be made by law, he 
shall forfeit the sum of one hundred dollars from his salary, 
and the Board of County Commissioners are hereby author- 
ized and required to deduct therefrom the sum aforesaid, 
upon information from the Superintendent of Public In- 
struction that such reports have not been made. 
. xc. 12. The County Superintendent shall have power 
to administer oaths and affirmations to School Trustees, 
Assessors, Collectors, teachers, and other persons, in all 
official matters connected with or relating to schools, but 
shall not have power to make or collect any charge or fee 
for so doing. 

Src. 18. The County Superintendent shall have power, 
and it shall be his duty, to appoint Trustees and District 
Clerk for any district which, from any cause, fails to elect 
at the regular time; to appoint Trustees and District Clerk 
to fill vacancies ; to appoint Trustees and District Clerk for 
any new district —provided, however, that when a new dis- 
trict is organized, such of the Trustees and District Clerks 
of the old district as reside within the limits of the new one, 
shall be Trustees and District Clerk of the new one, and the 
vacancies in the old district shall be filed by appointment. 

Sec. 14. It shall be the duty of every County Super- 
intendent to inquire and ascertain whether the boundaries 
of school districts in his county are definitely and plainly 
described in the records of the Board of County Commis- 
sioners, and to keep in his office a full and correct transcript 
of such boundaries. In case the boundaries of districts are 
conflicting or incorrectly described, he shall change, har- 
monize, and describe them, and make a report of such ac- 
tion to the Commissioners, and on being ratified by the 
Commissioners, the boundaries and descriptions so made 
shall be the legal boundaries and descriptions of the dis- 
tricts of that county. The County Superintendent shall 
furnish the several District Clerks with descriptions of the 
boundaries of their respective districts. 

Src. 15. Each County Superintendent, except when 
otherwise provided by statute, shall receive such salary and 
his reasonable traveling expenses, not to exceed ten dollars 
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per district, to þe estimated and allowed by the Board of 
County Commissioners, which shall be paid quarterly out 
of the county general fund in the same manner as other 
county officers are paid. Provided that such compensation 
shali not exceed the sum of one dollar for each school cen- 
sus scholar in his county, exclusive of traveling expenses, 
and that he shall be allowed, in addition to his salary, a 
sum for postage and expressage, payable out of the county 
school fund, equal to one dollar for each school district in 
his county. 

SEC. 16. For the purpose of organizing a new district, 
or for the subdivision of, or change in the boundaries of an 
old one, except as provided in section (14) fourteen, at least 
five heads of families must present a petition to the County 
Superintendent, setting forth the boundaries of the new dis- 
trict asked for, or the change of the boundaries desired, 
with the reasons for the same. The County Superintendent 
shall, after giving due notice to all parties interested, trans- 
mit the petition to the Board of County Commissioners, 
with his dpproval or disapproval, and such changes in the 
boundaries as he may deem necessary or advisable. The 
Commissioners shall establish the district, as approved by 
the County Superintendent; provided that, by a vote of the 
Board, they may establish the district in accordance with 
the original prayer of the petition, or such other modifica- 
tion as they may choose to make, or may reject it. In any 
case of alleged hardship, any head of a family, parent, or 
guardian, may make a statement of the facts to the Board 
of Commissioners, and if, in the judgment of the Board, 
good cause be shown for such transfer, he may be transfer- 
red to another district. ; 

SEC. 17. No new district formed. by the subdivision of 
an old one shall be entitled to any share of the public mon- 
eys belonging to the old district until a school has been 
actually commenced in such new district, and unless within 
eight months from the action of the Commissioners a school 
is opened, the action making a new district shall be void, 
and all elections or appointment of Trustees made in conse- 
quence of such action, and all rights and offices of the par- 
ties so elected or appointed, shall cease and determine; and 
alltaxes which may have been levied in such old district 
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shall be valid and binding upon the real and personal prop- 
erty of the new district, and sball be collected and paid. into 
the school fund of the district. 

Sec. 18. When a new district is formed by the division 
of an old one, it shall be entitled toa just share of the 
school moneys to the credit of the old district, after the pay- 
ment of all outstanding debts at the time when school was . 
actually commenced in sueh new district; and the County 
Superintendent shall divide and. apportion such remaining 
moneys, and such as may afterward be apportioned to the 
old district, according to the number of census children res- 
ident in each district, for which purpose he may order a 
census to be taken. 

SEC. 19. Whenever a district is formed lying partly in 
two adjoining counties, the Clerk of the district shall report 
to each County Superintendent the number of children in 
the district residing in his county. In the same manner, 
the Trustees and teacher shall make a distinct and separate 
report of all school statistics; and a teacher's certificate 
granted by the County Superintendent of one county shall 
be valid for both counties. 

SEC. 20. The Board of Trustees of each school district 
shall hare custody of all seliool property belonging to the 
district, and shall hare power, in the name of the district, 
or in their own names, as Trustees of the district, to convey 
by deed all the interest of their district in or to any school 
house or lot directed to be sold by vote of the district ; and 
all conveyances of real estate made to the district or to the 
Trustees thereof, shall be made to the Board of Trustees of 
the district, and to their suecessors in office. Said board, 
in the name of the district, «shall have power to transact all 
business necessary for maintaining schools and protecting 
the rights of the district. 

Sec. 21. An annual school meeting for the election of 
School Trustees and District Clerks shall be held im each 
district, on the last Saturday in August of each year, at the 
district school house, if there be one, and if there be none, 
at a place to be designated by the Board of Trustees. The 
Trustees shall post written or printed notices thereof, speci- 
fying the day, time, and place of meeting, in at least three 
public places in the district, one of which shall be the school 
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house, at least six days previous to the time of meeting ; 
but no such meeting shall be illegal for the want of due 
notice. All elections shall be held by ballot, and the Trus- . 
tees shall have power to determine the hours which the bal- 
lot-box shall be kept open, having given due notice thereof 
in the posted notice of election. Every elector legally qual- 
ified to vote at any general election, being a resident of the 
school district and a taxable inhabitant thereof, shall be en- 
titled to vote. Any person offering to vote may be chal- 
lenged by any legally qualified elector of the district, and 
the Chairman of the Board of Trustees shall therewpon ad- 
minister to the person challenged an oath, in substance as 
follows: * You do swear (or affirm) that you are a citizen of 
the United States; that you are twenty-one years of age, 
according to the best of your information and belief; that 
you have resided in this Territory twenty days next pre- 
ceding this election, and that you are a taxable resident of 
this school district, and that you have not before voted this 
day." If he shall refuse to take the oath his vote shall be 
rejected, and any person guilty of illegal voting shall be 
punished as provided in the general election law of this 
Territory. The Trustees shall "be the inspectors and judges 
of elections, and if they are not present at the time for open- 
ing the polls, then the electors present may appoint the offi- 
cers of election. A poll and tally list shall be kept by the 
Clerk of the Board of Trustees and with the exceptions 
mentioned in this section, the election shall be conducted as 
far as practicable in the form and manner of the general 
election. Any one of the old Trustees shall have power to 
administer to any Trustees elect the oath of office, and the 
Clerk of Election shall issue the certificate of election to 
any Trustees elect, who shall forward it, -with the oath at- 
tached or indorsed thereon, to the County Superintendent 
of Public Schools. 

SEC. 22. in all organized districts in which elections 
have been previously held, one Trustee shall be elected for 
the term of three years, and if thereare vacancies to be filled, 
a sufficient number to fill them for the unexpired terms ; 
and the ballot shall specify the respective terms for which 
each Trustee is to be elected. In new districts, acting under 
. Trustees appointed by the County Superintendent, three 
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Trustees shall be elected for one, two, and three years res- 
pectively. ‘Trustees elect shall take office immediately after 
. qualifying, and shall hold office until their successors are 
elected and qualified, or appointed by the County Superin- 
tendent and qualified. Any Trustee elect who shall fail to 
quality within ten days after being elected, shall forfeit all 
right to the office, and the County Superintendent shall ap- 
point to fill the vacancy. 

SEC. 23. Whenever any new district is formed by or- 
dinance of the Board of Commissioners, within thirty days 
thereafter a special school meeting may be called by notice 
of any three legal voters of said district, and such meeting 
shall be conducted in the manner and form prescribed in 
this act for the annual school meetings for the election of 
Trustees. Such new district shall be considered organized 
whenever any two of the Trustees elected shall have quali- 
fied, and the record of the District Clerk shall bé prima 
facie evidence of the legal organization of the district, and 
the district shall be designated by numbers: 

Sec. 24. No district school meeting, annual or special, 
shall be organized before nine o'clock a, M., or closed before 
twelve o'clock M., or kept open less than one hour; and in 
all districts in which the number of youth and children be- 
tween four and’ twenty-one years of age equals or exceeds 
three hundred, the polls shall be kept open from two o'clock 
P. x. unfil sunset. 

Sec. 95. It shall be the duty of the District Clerk to 
reeord all proceedings of the Board in a suitable record- 
book; to record in the same book the preceedings of the 
annual school meetings, or of special school meetings, and 
to keep an accurate and. detailed account of all receipts and 
expenditures of school moneys. At each annual school 
meeting the District Clerk shall present his record-book for 
publie inspection, and shall make a statement of the finan- 
cial condition of the district and of the action of the 
Trustees ; provided, that the record shall be open to the in- 
spection of the public. 

SEC. 26. Every Board of Trustees, unless otherwise 
especially provided by law, shall have power, and it shall 
be their duty: First. To employ and, for sufficient cause, 
dismiss teachers, mechanics, and laborers, and to fix, alter, 
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allow, and order paid their salaries aid compensation. 
Second. 'To enforce the rules and general regulations of the 
Territorial Superintendent of Public Instruction for the 
government of school pupils and. teachers, and to enforce 
the course of study adopted in pursuance of Territorial law. 
Third. To provide and pay for school furniture and appara- 
tus, and such other articles, materials, and supplies as may 
be necessary for school use, or for the use of the School 
Board. Fourth. To suspend or expel pupils from school, 
and in cities or large towns to exclude from school pupils 
under six years of age where the interests of the school re- 
quire such exclusion. Fifth. To rent, furnish, repair, and 
insure school houses. Sith. To build or remove school 
houses, and purchase or sell school lots, when the Trustees 
may be directed by a vote of the district so to do. Seventh. 
To purchase personal property, and to receive, lease, and 
hold in fee, in trust for their district, town, or city, any and 
all real or personal property for the benefit of the schools 
thereof. Highth. To provide books for indigent children 
on the written statement of the teacher that the parents of 
such children are not able to purchase them. Wint. To 
require all pupils to be furnished with suitable books as a 
condition of membership inthe school. Tenth: To exclude 
from school and school libraries all books, tracts, papers, or 
catechism of a sectarian or political character. Hleventh. 
To require every teacher to keep a school register. Twelfth. 
To require teachers to make such anhual reports as may be 
required by the Superintendent of Publie instruction. 
Thirteenth. To make an annual report, during the month 
of September of each year, for the school year next preced- 
ing, to the County Superintendent, in the manuer and farm 
and on the blanks prescribed by the Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Instruction. Fourteenth. To make a report, whenever 
required, directly to the Territorial Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Instruction, of the text-books used in their schools. 

Src. 27. It shall be the duty of the District Clerk to 
take annually, between the twentieth and thirtieth days of 
November of each year, an exact census of all children and 
youth over four and under twenty-one years of age, resid- 
ing in the district, and shall specify the number and sex of - 
such children, and the names of their parents or guardians. 
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He shall state specifically and separately a census of all 
children under four years of age, and shall specify the num- 
ber and sex of such children ; and all children who may be 
absent from home, attending boarding-sehools and private 
seminaries of learning, shall be included by .the District 
Clerk in the census list of the city, town, or district in which 
their parents reside, and shall not be taken by the District 
Clerk of the city, town, or district where they may be at- 
tending such private institution of learning. He shall make 
& fullreport thereof, on blanks furnished for that purpose, 
under oath, to the County Superintendent, on or before the 
first day of December thereafter, and deliver a copy to the 
School Trustees. The District Clerk shall be paid by the 
Board of'Trustees from the county school money to the 
credit of the district, in the sume manner as other contin- 
gent expenses are paid, at a rate not exceeding ten cents 
for each name returned by him. 

Sec. 28. The District Clerk of each district shall pro- 
vide all school supplies authorized by this act, and shall 
keep the school house in repair during the time school is 
taught therein, and shall keep an accurate record of all ex- 
penses by him on account of the school, which account 
shall be audited by a majority of the Board of Trustees, and 
paid out of the eounty school moneys of the district. 

SEC. 20. Any Board of Trustees shall be liable as 
Trustees, in the name of the district, for any judgment 
against the distriet, for any salary due any teacher on eon- 
tract, and for all debts legally due, contracted under the 
provisions of this act, and they shall pay such judgment or 
liability out of the school moneys to the credit of such dis- 
trict. 

Src. 30. Any Board of Trustees shall have power to 
make arrangements with the Trustees of any adjoining dis- 
trict for the attendance of such children in the school of 
either district, as may be best accommodated therein, and 
to transfer the school moneys due, by apportionment, to such 
children to the district in which they may attend school. 

Sec. 81. Every school, unless otherwise provided by 
specia] law, shall be open for the admission of all children 
between five and twenty-one years of age residing in that 
school district, and the Board of Trustees shall have power 
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to admit adults and children not residing in the district, 
whenever good reasons exist for such exception. 

Sec. 32, All schools shall! be taught in the English lan- 
guage, and instruction shall be given in the following 
branches, viz.: reading, writing, orthography, arithmetic, 
geography, English grammar, and history of the United 
States ; and such other studies as may be deemed necessary, 
may be authorized by the Trustees of the district. Instruc- 
tion shall be given, during the entire school course, in man- 
ners and morals, and laws of health, and due attention shall 
be given to such physical exercises for the pupils as may be 
conducive to health and vigor of body as well as mind, and 
to the ventilation and temperature of the school rooms. 

SEC. 38. The education of children of African descent 
shall be provided for in separate schools. Upon the written 
application of the parents or guardians of at least ten such 
children to any Board of Trustees, a separate school shall 
be established for the education of such children, and the 
education of a less number may be provided for by the 
Trustees'in separate schools in any other manner, and the 
same laws, rules, and regulations which apply to schools 
for white children, shall apply to schools for colored chil- 
dren. 

SEC. 34. No books, tracts, papers, catechisms, or other 
publications of a partisan, sectarian, or denominational 
character shall be used or distributed in any schools; neither 
shall any political, sectarian, or denominational doctrine be 
taught therein ; and any school district, the officers of which 
shall knowingly allow any school to be taught im violation 
of these provisions, shall forfeit all right to;any county ap- 
portionment of school moneys, and upon satisfactory evi- 
dence of such violation, the County Superintendent shall 
withhold its county apportionment. 

Sec. 35. The school-day shall be six hours in length, 
exclusive of an intermission at noon, but any Board of 
Trustees may fix as the school-day a less number of hours 
than six, provided it be not less than four, for any primary 
school under their charge, and any teacher may dismiss any 
and all scholars under eight years of aze, in any incorporat- 
ed village, town, or city, after an attendance of four hours 
a day, exclusive of an intermission at noon. 
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SEC. 86. All pupils who may be attending public 
schools, shall comply with the regulations established in 
pursuance of law for the government of such schools ; shall 
pursue the required course of study, and shall submit to 
the authority of the teachers of such schools. Continued 
and. willful disobedience, and open defiance of the authority 
of the teacher, shall constitute good cause for expulsion 
from school; and habitual profanity and vulgarity, good 
cause for suspension from school. Any pupil who shall in 
any way cut, deface, or otherwise injure any school house, 
fence, or out-building thereof, shall be liable to suspension 
and punishment, and the parents or guardian of such pupil 
shall be liable for damages, on complaint of the teacher or 
Trustees. 

SEC. 87. Every teacher employed in any publie school 
shall make an annual report to the County Superintendent, 
on or before September 1sb next after the close of each school 
year, in the form and manner and on the blanks prescribed 
by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. A duplicate 
of such report shall befurnished to the District Clerk. Any 
teacher who shall end any school term before the close of 
the school year shall make a report to the County Superin- 
tendent immediately after the close of such term; and any 
teacher who may be teaching any school at the close of the 
school year shall, in his or her annual report, include all 
statistics from the school register for the entire school year, ` 
notwithstanding any previous report for a part of tlie year. 
Teachers shall make such additional reports as may be re- 
quired, in pursuance of law, by the Territorial Superintend- 
ent of Public Instruction. No Board of Trustees shall draw 
any order or warrant, for the salary of any teacher for the 
last month of his or her services, until the reports herein 
required. shall have been made and received. 

Sec. 88. Every teacher shall keep a school register in 
the manner provided therefor, and no Board of Trustees 
shall draw any warrant for the salary of any teacher for the 
last month of his or her services in school, atthe end of any 
term or year, until they shall have received a certificate from 
the District Clerk that the said register has been properly 
kept, the summaries made and the statistics entered, or un- 
til, by personal examination, they shall have satisfied them- 
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selves that it has been done. Teachers shall faithfully en- 
force in school the course of study and the regulations pre- 
scribed in pursuance of law; aud if any teacher shall will- 
fully refuse, or neglect, to comply with such requisition, 
then the Board of Trustees shall be authorized to withhold 
any warrant for salary due, until such teacher shall comply 
therewith. ‘No teacher shall be entitled to draw for salary 
on school moneys unless such teacher shall be employed by?’ 
a majority of the Trustees, nor unless the holder of a legal 
county teacher's certificate in full force and effect. 

Sec. 39. In every contract, whether written or verbal, 
between any teacher aud any Board of Trustees, a school 
' month shall be construed and taken to be twenty séhool 
days, or four weeks of five school days each, and no teach- 
er shall be required. to teach school on Saturdays, the fourth 
day of July, the first day of January, and Christmas-day. 
and no deduction from the teacher's time or wages shall be 
made by reason of the fact that a school day happens to be 
one of the days referred to in this section as a day on which 
school shall not be taught. Any contract made in’ violation 
of the provisions of this section shall have no force or effect. 
as against the teacher. 

SEO. 40. Every teacher shall have power to hold every 
pupil to a strict accountability, in school, for any disorderly 
conduct on the way to or from school, or on the grounds of 
the school, or during intermission or recess ; to suspend from 
school any pupil for good cause. Provided, that such sus- 
. pension shall be reported by the teacher to the Trustees as 
soon as practicable, and their decision shall be final. 

Src. 41. It shall be the duty of all teachers to endea- 
vor to impress on the minds of their pupils the principles 
of morality, truth, justice, and patriotism; to teach them 
to avoid idleness, profanity and falsehood, and to instruct 
them in the principles of a free government, and to train 
them up to a true comprehension of the rights, duties, and 
dignity of American citizenship. 

SEC. 42. The principal of all moneys accruing to this 
Territory from the sale of any lands which may hereafter 
be given by the Congress of the United States for school 
purposes, shall constitute an irreducible fund, the interest 
accruing from which shall be: annually divided among all 
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the school districts of the Territory proportionally to the 
number of youths or children in each between the ages of 
four and twenty-one years, for the support of common 
schools in said districts, and for no other use or purpose 
whatever. 

Sec. 48. For the purpose of establishing and maintain- 
ing common schools, it shall be the duty of the County 
Commissioners of each county to lay an annual tax of not 
less than three nor more than five mills on the dollar on all 
taxable property within their respective counties, as shown 
by the assessment-rolls made by the County Assessor for 
the same year, and'to include the same in their warrant to 
the Collector, and the said Collector shall proceed to collect 
the said tax in the same manner as the other county tax is 
collected; and the said money so collected shall be paid 
over to the County Treasurer, to be drawn in the manner 
prescribed in this act; neither shall it be lawful for any 
County Treasurer to receive county orders in payment of 
county school tax, nor to pay out any school money on 
county Orders. For the further support of common schools, 
there shall be set apart by the County Treasurer all moneys 
paid into the county treasury arising from fines for a breach 
of any law regulating license for the sale of intoxicating 
liquors, or for keeping of bowling-alleys or billiard saloons, 
or of any penal laws of this Territory. Such moneys shall 
be forthwith paid into the county treasury by the officer re- 
ceiving the same, and be added to the yearly school fund 
raised by tax in each county, and divided in the same man- 
ner. ; 
SEC. 44. (That it shall bethe duty) of the Clerks of the 
several counties of the Territory to make a report to the 
County Superintendent of Common Schools within their 
counties, during the month of September of each year, of 
the school tax levied, and the assessed valuation of (their) 
counties for that year, and it shall be the duty of the Clerk 
of the District Court, at the close of every term thereof, to 
report to the County Superintendent of the county in which 
said term shall have been holden, whether or not any fines, 
and if any, what ones, were imposed by the said court 
during the said term, and that it be the duty of the Probate 
Judges and of all the Justices of the Peace to report to the 
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County Superintendent.of their respective counties, during 
the month of September of each year, whether or not they 
have imposed and collected any fines during the preceding 
year, and if any, what ones, with the date at which the same 
were paid to the County Treasurer; and all officers mention. 
ed in this act who shall fail or neglect to perform any of the 
duties required by this act, shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and upon conviction before any court having 
competent jurisdiction thereof, shall be fined in any sum 
not less than twenty dollars and not more than one hundred 
dollars for each neglect, and such fine shall be paid into the 
county treasury for the benefit of common schools in said 

county. . 

SEC. 45. Whenever the interests of the district require 
it, the Board of Trustees may establish a high school, em- 
ploy a principal teacher and subordinate teachers, and grade 
the school into departments and classes. 

Src. 46. The Board of Trustees of any District may, 
when in their judgment it is advisable, submit to the quali- 
fied electors of the district the question whether a tax shall 
be raised to furnish additional school facilities for said dis- 
trict, or to maintain any school or schools in such district, 
or for building one or more school houses, or for removing 
or building additions to one already builf, or for the pur- 
chase of globes, maps, charts, books of reference, and other 
appliances or apparatus for teaching, or for any or all these 
purposes. Such election shall be called by posting notices 
in three of the most public places in the district for at least 
twenty days; said notices shall contain the time and place 
of holding the election, the amount of money proposed to 
be raised, and the purpose or purposes for which it is intend- 
ed to be used. The Trustees shall act as Judges to conduct 
the election, and it shall be held in all other respects as 
nearly as practicable in conformity with the general election 
law. At such election the ballots shall contain the words 
“tax, yes," or “tax, no." If a majority of the votes cast 
are “tax, yes," the officers of the election shall certify the 
fact to the District Clerk, who shall at once proceed to copy 
from the last assessment roll of the County Assessor the list 
of property liable to taxation situated in or owned by resi- 

. denis of his district, and shal] deliver the sameto the Board 
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of Trustees, who may allow him a reasonable compensation 
therefor out of the proceeds of said tax, said compensation 
not to exceed six dollars per day. The Trustees shall, upon 
receiving the roll, deduct ten per cent. therefrom for antici- 
pated delinquencies, and then by dividing the sum voted, 
together with the estimated cost of assessing and. collecting 
added thereto, by the remainder of the roll, ascertaiu the 
rate per eent. required, and the rate so ascertained (using 
the full cent on each one hundred dollars in place of any 
fraction), shall be and is hereby levied and assessed. to, on, 
oragainst the persons or property named or described in 
said roll, and it shall be a lien on all such property until 
the tax is paid; and said tax, if not paid within the time 
limited within the next section for its payment, shall be re- 
covered by suit in the same manner, and with the same 
costs, as delinquent Territorial and. county taxes. The 
Trustees, upon receiving any assessment-roll from the Dis- 
trict Clerk, shall give five days’ notice thereof, by posting 
a, notice in three public places in the district, and shall sit 
for at least one day as a Board of Equalization, at such time 
and place as shall have been named in said posted notices, 
and they shall have the same power as County Boards of 
Equalization to make any change in said assessment-roll. 
Sec. 47. As soon as the rate of taxation has been de- 
termined as provided in the last preceding section, the 
Trustees shall certify the same to the County Clerk, who 
shall extend the same upon the general assessment-roll of 
the county, and certify the same to i > County Treasurer, 
who shall proceed to collect the tax in the same manner and 
at the same time, and with the same power and authority to 
enforce payment of sameas in the case of county and 
Territorial taxes. The County Treasurer shall place any 
tax so collected to the credit of the district to which it be- 
longs, and shall receive as compensation for collecting the 
same such sum, not more than five per cent. of the tax col- 
lected, as may be allowed by the County Commissioners ; 
said compensation to be paid from the amount of said dis- 


- trict tax so collected. 


Sec. 48. All school moneys apportioned by County 


Superintendents of Common Schools shall be apportioned | 


to the several districts in proportion to the number of school 
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census childrea between four and twenty-one years of age, 
as shown by the returns of the District Clerk for the preced- 
ing school year. Provided, that Indian children, who are 
notliving under the guardianship of white persons, shall 
not be included in the’apportionment list. 

SEC. 49, County school moneys may be used by the 
County Superintendent and. Trustees for the various pur- 
poses as authorized and provided in this act, and for no 
other purpose. 

Sec. 50. No school district shall be entitled to receive 
any apportionment of county school moneys unless the 
teacher employed in the schools of such districts shall hold 
legal certificates of fitness for the occupation of teaching, 
in full force and effect. 

Sec. bl. No school district shall be entitled to receive, 
any apportionment of county school moneys which shall 
not have maintained a free public school for at least three 
months during the preceding school year. Provided, that 
any new district formed by the division of an old one shall” 
be entitled to its apportionment, where the time that school 
was maintained in the old district before division and in the 
new one after division shall be eqnal to atleast three months. 

SEC. 52. When any school officer is superceded by 
election or otherwise, he shall immediately deliver to Lis 
successor in office all books, papers, and moneys pertaining 
to his office; and every such officer who shall refuse to do 
so, or who shall willfully mutilate or destroy any ‘such 
books or papers, or any part thereof, or who shall misapply 
any moneys intrusted to him by virtue of his office, shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished by a fine, 
in the discretion of the court, not exceeding one hundred 
dollars. 

SEC. 53. Every person elected or appointed to any 
office mentioned in this act shall, before entering upon the 
discharge of the duties thereof, take an oath to support the 
Constitution of the United States, the Organic Act of this 
Territory, and to promote the interests of education, and 
faithfully discharge the duties of his officeaccording to the 
best of his abilities. In case such officer has a written ap- 
pointment or commission, his oath shall be indorsed there- 
on; otherwise it may be taken orally. In either case itmay 


ei 
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be sworn to before any officer authorized to administer 
oaths; and school officers are hereby authorized to admin- 
ister all oaths relative to school business appertaining to 
their respective offices without charge or fee. 

Sec. 54. No School Trustee or óther school officer shall 
be directly or indirectly interested in any contract made by 
the Board of which he is a member; and any contract made 
in violation of this provision shall be null and void. 

Src. 55. All fines and penalties not otherwise provided 
for in this act, shall be collected by an action in any court 
of competent jurisdiction, and shall be paid into the county 
school fund immediately after collection. 

Sec. 56. Any parent, guardian, or other person who 
shall upbraid, insult, or abuse any teacher in the presence 
. of the school, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and liable to a fine of not less than ten dollars nor more 
than one hundred dollars. 

SEC. 57, Any person who shall willfully disturb any 
public school or any public school meeting, shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and liable to a fine of not less than ten 
nor more than one hundred dollars. 

SEC. 58. In case any District Clerk shall fail to take 
the census provided in this act at the proper time, and if, 
through such neglect, the district shall fail to receive its ap- 
portionment of school moneys, said District Clerk shall be 
individually liable to the district for the full amount so lost, 
and it may be recovered, in asuit brought by any citizen of | 
such district, in the name of and for the benefit of the dis- | | 
trict. 

Sec. 59. All cases of disputes, in relation to school 
matters not properly belonging to courts of justice, may be 
referred first to the County Superintendent, and appealed 
to the Territorial Superintendent, whose decision shall be 
final. 

Src. 60. The school year shall begin on the first day 
of September and end on the last day of August. 

Sec. 61. All printing or binding required under this 
act shall be executed in the form and manner, and at the 
prices of other Territorial printing, and shall be paid, in 
like manner, ‘out of the general fund of the Territory. 

Src. .62, This act shall be known and referred to as the 
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Montana School Law, and no other titlk or reference shall 
be necessary. 

SEC. 63. "That an act to provide for a system of common 
schools, approved January 12, 1872, and all acts and parts 
of acts conflicting herewith, are hereby repealed. 

SEC. 64. This act shall take effect and be in force from 
and after its passage. 

i G. W. STAPLETON, 
President of the. Council. 
J. H. ROGERS, 
Speaker of House of Representatives. 
APPROVED February 13. 1874. 
é B. F. POTTS, Governor. 
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AN ACT FOR THE BENEFIT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 


Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the Territory 
of Montana : 


SECTION d. Thatall moneys arising from the sale of 
town lots under and by virtue of the several acts of the 
Legislative*Assembly of the Territory of Montana, relating 
to town-sites, that now are, or that may hereafter come into 
the hands of any Probate Judge, or the corporate authori- 
ties of any city or town of this Territory, shall be paid into 
the county treasury of the county, for the use and benefit 
of the common schools of the school district in which such 
town or city is situated, to be used as provided for in this 
act. 

Sec. 2. The County Treasurers of the several counties 
of this Territory shall transfer all moneys so paid into said 
treasury as provided for in section one of this act, or that 
may now be in such treasury, derived from said source, to 
the school fund of the school district in which such town is 
situated, which shall be paid out on the order of the School 
Trustees of such district, as provided for in section three of 
this act ; and which said moneys shall be, by said Treasurer, 
set apart as a special fund for the purpose of building and 
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furnishing school hofises, and shall be used for such purpose 
alone, unless otherwise ordered as provided forin this act. 

SEG. 8. The School Trustees of any school district are 
hereby authorized to draw warrants on said fund, named in 
sections one and two of this act, for the purpose of building 
and furnishing a school house in such place in the town or 
city from the sale of whose lots such fund arose, as they 
may designate, which said warrants or orders shall specify 
the fund on which the same are E and for what pur- 
pose drawn. 

Src. 4. That said fund may ba used for general school 
purposes, if the majority of qualified, voters of such dis- 
trict shall so elect; and upon the written request of any, 
fifty of the qualified voters of such district, presented to 
such Trustees, for such purpose, said Trustees shall order 
an election therefor, at which election said Trustees shall 
prepare the form of the ballot to be used at such election, 
and notice of the election shall be given and the same con- 
ducted as other elections provided for the several school 
districts under the general school laws of the Territory ; and 
that when any warrant is so drawn on such fund for other 
purposes than the building and furnishing of a school house, 
said warrant shall so specify that it was pursuant to an 
election held for such purpose. 


APPROVED February 15, 1877. » 


AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE HOLDING OF COUNTY 
TEACHERS’ INSTITUTES. 


Be tt enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the Territory 
of Montana: 


Section 1. That the County Superintendent of Com- 
mon Schools in any county in this Territory, containing ten 
or more than ten organized school districts, may, when he 
believes that the educational interests of his county would 
be promoted thereby, hold annually a Teachers’ Institute, 
at such time as may be agreed upon between him and the 


APPENDIX. 85 


Territorial Superintendent, and such Institute shall continue 
in session not less than two, nor more than five days. He 
shall give at least ten days’ notice of the time and place of 
holding such Institute, by publication in some newspaper 
published in the county, if there be one; if not by one 
written notice to each qualified teacher in the county. 

Sec. 9. It shall be the duty of all teachers engaged in 
the county, and of all persons holding certificates, to attend. 
such Institute, and participate in the exercises thereof; and 
all teachers who may have charge of schools at the time of 
holding the annual Institute, shall adjourn their schools for 
the time during which the Institute shall be held. 

SEc. 3. All teachers who may adjourn school for the 
purpose of attending any annual Institute, shall be allowed 
the same pay while in actual attendance, as when teaching, 
and the County Superintendent shall certify to the number 
of days attendance of each teacher, and the Trustees of the 

. Several districts shall count them as so many days lawfully 
employed. 
- Sec” 4. The County Superintendent of Common Schools 
shall provide a building, fuel, lights, stationery, janitor's 
services, and all things"necessary for the holding of the 
Institute, and shall present an itemized account of such ex- 
penses, not to exceed twenty-five dollars, to the Board of 
County Commissioners, and it shall be paid from the school 
fund of the county. | 
Sec. 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from 
and. after its passage. 


APPROVED February 16, 1877. 
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FORMS FOR PROCEEDINGS UNDER MOX- 


TANA SCHOOL LAW. 


+ 


Form No. 4. 


FORM OF NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING, SEC, 22 SCHOOL LAW. 


NOTICE -—The Annual Meeting of School District No. 
. of County, for the election of District 

Officers, and for the transaction of such other business as 
may lawfully come before it, will be held on the last Satur- 
day in August, 187 , at the District School House (if there 
be one, else in place to be desjgnated by Trustees). 

The Polls will be open between the hours of : 
and 


A — ————— paa 


Dated . 107 . — ——— 


School Trustees. 


[| REMARKs.—Trustees must cause this notice to be post- 
ed. in three of the most public places in district —the school 
house being one—six days prior to meeting. Meeting legal 
without due notice. Election by ballot. Every taxable 
resident of district qualified to vote at general election, en- 
titled to vote at this election. Trustees act as judges; 
Clerks keep tally-lists. For form of oath, in case of chal- 
lenge, see section 21. No school meeting shall be opened 
before 9 4. x., or closed before 12 x., or kept open less than 
one hour. In distriets of three hundred children, polls 
must be kept open from 2 P. ar. till sunset. ] 
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Form No. 2. 


FORM OF NOTICE OF SPECIAL SCHOOL MEETING UNDER SEC. 
24 SCHOOL LAW, IN NEW DISTRICTS. 


Notice is hereby given to the qualified electors of School 
District No. ; . County, that there will be 
a Special School mecting for election of Trustees and Clerk 
of said District, at , on the day 
of 187 , between the hours of 
and 

Dated, 187 


Three legal voters of said district. | —— —— 


| Rx a nks. —The foregoing notice seems to be provided 
Su ases where there is dissatisfaction with appointments 
nade by County Superintendent. Judges of Election and 
Clerk must be chosen by electors before balloting begins— 
in all other respects must follow forms of annual election. 
This special meeting must be called within thirty days after 
district is formed, if at all. ] 


Form No. 3, 


y 

FORM OF NOTICE OF DISTRICT ELECTION UNDER SECTION 47 
SCHOOL LAW, FOR VOTING TAX TO MAINTAIN SCHOOL, BUILD 
SCHOOL HOUSE, AND OTHER PURPOSES. 


Notice is hereby given to the qualified electors of School 
District No. . Gounty, that an elec- 
tion will be held on the day of next, 
at the School House in said District (orat some other place, 
if there is no school house), at which will be submitted the 
question of voting a tax to furnish additional school facili- 
ties (or to do either of the things mentioned in Sec. 47). 

It will be necessary to raise the sum of $ for this 
or these purposes.. 
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The Polls wil be open between the hours of 
and : 
Dated, 187 


a 


— re, 
— MÀ 


——— 


School District Trustees. 


[REMARES.—This notice must be posted like notices of 
other elections, but twenty days, instead of six, before the 
day of election. Election conducted in the same manner as 
others.] 


Poem No. 4. - 


CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION OF TRUSTEE OB CLERK OF SCHOOL 
"e DISTRICT. : 
To , of . , Greeting: 
This is to certify that at a regular (or special) school 
meeting of School District No. , Of County, held 
at the School House of said District, A 187 , you 
was duly elected to fill the office of Trustee (or Clerk) for 
the term of from the time you shall qualify 
according to law, provided that be within ten days from 
date of election. 


Olerk of District School Meeting. 


[RExARES.—This certificate, with oath of office indorsed 
thereon, signed and sworn to beforé some person competent 
to administer oaths, must be sent to the County Superin- 
tendent. See section 22 School law, last clause. ] 


OATH OF OFFICE—SEE SCHOOL LAW, SEC 54. 

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the 
Constitution of the United States and the Organic Act of 
Montana Territory, and that I will, according to the best of 
my ability, promote the interests of education, and faithfully 
discharge the duties of for School District No. , 
of County, Montana, during the term for which. 
I have been elected (or appointed), so help me God, 


~ 
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Subscribed and sworn to before me, this day 
of , 187 


[Remarxs.—This oath may be taken before any school 
officer or other person competent to administer oaths.] 


Form No. 5. 


FORM OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT'S RECEIPTS UNDER SEC. 
10, CLAUSE 9, SCHOOL LAW. 


Received of , this day 
of 187 , allrecords, books, documents, and 
‘papers required to be delivered under Sec. 10, Montana 
School Law. i 


— — 


Supt. Common Schools, County. 


[REMARKS.—The retiring Superintendent must file this 
receipt with County Clerk. | 


Form No. G. 


i 
TRUSTEES’ WARRANT ON COUNTY TREASURER UNDER SEC. 9, 
SCHOOL LAW. 


No. 187 . 

The County Treasurer of County, Mon- 
tana, will pay to or order, the sum 
of dollars, out of school moneys apportioned 
. to School District No. of said Coun- 
ty. This warrant is issued on account of services rendered 
by said l : (Here insert nature of 
services rendered.) 


Trustees of, School Dist. No. , County. 
[REMARKS.— Trustees warrants must be countersigned 
by District Clerk, and no warrant shall be drawn unless 
there is money in treasury to credit of the district.] 
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Form No. 7. 


APPOINTMENT SCHOOL TRUSTEES, AND CLERKS, 


By the power vested in me by Sec. 13, Montana School 
Law, I hereby appoint . Trustee (or Clerk) 
for School District No. , in the county of 
Montana, and I do authorize and empower him to hold said 
office and perform the duties thereof until some person is 
elected. and qualified thereto according to law; having first 
taken the oath of office required by law. 


Co. Supt. Common Schools, County. 
[Remanks.—This power is given to County Superin- 
tendent to fill all offices in School Districts when vacancies 
oecur from any cause, and in new districts till an election 
is held.] 


* 


Form No. 8. 


AGREEMENT BETWEEN SCHOOL TRUSTEES AND TEACHER. 
This agreement, made and entered this day 
of . A. D. 187 , between 
party of the first part, and Common School Trustees of 
School District No. of County, Montana, par- 
ties of the second part, witnesseth, That the said 
, who holds a legal certificate as Teacher for said 
County, hereby agrees for the consideration hereinafter 
stated, to teach the school in said District, for the term of 
. commencing on the day of , 
187 , and further agrees fo enforce the rules and regula- 
tions prescribed by the Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion of said Territory, and to adopt the prescribed series of 
text-books and course of study, and to keep the Register 
and make the returns required by law ;—and the parties of 
the second part hereby agree to pay the said 
for such services duly and faithfully rendered, the sum of 
dollars for each and every month of twenty 
school days, in the manner following, to wit: by drawing 
their order upon the County Treasurer of said County, to 
be paid out of any school moneys in the County Treasury 
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standing to the credit of said District (or otherwise, as the 
case may be). 

In witness whereof, the said parties of both parts have 
hereto set their hands and seals at the date hereinbefore 
mentioned. 

[SEAL.] — - 


Teacher. 


[SEAL. | ==> 
[SEAL. ] —— ——— 
[SEAL. ] —-— 
Trustees of Dist. No. , ~ County. 


Form We. 9. 


FORM OF LEASE FOR PREMISES FOR SCHOOL HOUSE PROVIDED 
FOR IN SAME SECTION. 


Rinor all men by these presents that A 

B , of the County of and Terri- 
tory of "Montana, of the first part, for the consideration 
hereinaf.er mentioned, does hereby lease unto School Dis- 
trict No. , of the County and Territory aforesaid, party 
of the second part, and their assigns, the following described 
parcel of land, to wit: (here insert description of premises 
by metes and bounds,) with all the privileges and appur- 
tenances thereunto belonging ; to have and to hold the same 
for and during the term of years from the 

day of , A. D. 187 . And said party of the second 
part, for themselves and their assigns, do covenant and agree 
to pay the said party of the first part for the said premises 


the annual rent of dollars. 
In testimony whereof, the said parties have hereunto 
set their hands and seals, this day of , A. D. 
187 
t i x 
A B i [SEAL.] 
Lessor. 


(CO D 
Signed and sealed in presence of | c a [SEAL. 


Trustees of School Dist. No. , >` County. 
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[REMARKS.—{t will often be better to lease than pur- 
chase, till distriets become populous and permanently set- 
tled, but if lease is for short term, no permanent structure 
should be erected without reserving right to remove build- 
ings at end of term. Leases should be executed in dupli- 
cate, and, if for longer term than one year, become ''con- 
veyances" under our law, and should be acknowledged and 
recorded as deeds.] 


Form No, 40. 


FORM OF DEED FOR PURCHASE OF PREMISES FOR SCHOOL 
HOUSE WHEN TRUSTEES ARE DIRECTED BY VOTE OF DIS- 
TRICT—SEE SEC. 27, CLAUSE 6, MONTANA SCHOOL LAW. 


Know all men by these presents that A 

B , and C D . 

his wife, of the County of and Territory of 
Montana, party of the first part, for and in consideration of 
the sum of dollars to them paid by the Board 
of Trustees of School District No. , of the County and 

Territory aforesaid, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowl- 

edged, do hereby grant, bargain, sell and convey to said 
School District No. , the party of the second part, and 
their assigns forever, the following described parcel of land, 

namely: (here insert description by metes and bounds), to- 

gether with all the privileges and appurtenances thereunto 
belonging ; to have and to hold the same to the said second 
party, and their assigns forever. And the said party of the 
first part, for themselves, and their heirs, executors, and 
administrators, do covenant, bargain, and agree to and with 
said party of the second part and their assigns, that at the 
time of the ensealing and delivery of these presents, they 
were wellseized of the premises above conveyed as of an 
absolute and indefeasible estate of inheritance in the 

law, in fee-simple, and that the said premises are free from 
all incumbrances whatever, and that they will forever war- 
rant and defend the title, and quiet and peaceable possess- 

ion of the same to said second party and their assigns,' 
against all persons lawfully claiming or to claim the whole 
or any part thereof. 
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In testimony whereof, said parties of the first part have 


hereunto set their hands and seals, this day 

of A. D. 187 i 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of i ' (SEAL. ] 
j [SBAL.] 


[This deed should be acknowledged, and recorded as 
other deeds. ] 
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LIST OF TEXT BOOKS FOR USE OF THE 


PUBLIO SCHOOLS OF MONTANA. 


Reading................. esee Monroe's Series of. Readers. 

MTB cccnccccnnnoncnnonennnaconenararanonnoronanos Spencerian System. 
Orthography......... j Websters Dictionary, and 

Swinton's Word Book. 

Arithmetic..................... Ray's and Brooks! Normal Series. 

Geography.......... eee Monteith’s and Swinton’s. 

History..........eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenn nennen nnne nne Goodrich! s. 


Book Keeping. VENE HRREPEEEER Bryant & Stratton’s, 


